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THE MONACO MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND PREHIS- 
TORIC ARCHEOLOGY 

By ADELA C. BRETON 

The thirteenth session of the International Congress of Anthro 
pology and Prehistoric Archeology was held at Monaco under the 
presidency of Dr E. Hamy, from April 15 to 22. Among veter- 
ans of the science present were Sir John Evans and Messrs A. 
Gaudry, Cartailhac, Capellini, and Pigorini, while Dr Verneau, the 
Abbes de Villeneuve and Breuil, Professors O. Montelius, E. Ray 
Lankester, S. Reinach, Rutot, Dr Capitan, Dr Arthur Evans, M. Boule, 
and many others contributed papers or took part in the discussions. 

The first morning meeting was devoted to eoliths and the Paleo- 
lithic period, but several papers which promised to be interesting 
were not read. M. Rutot described his own conversion from in- 
credulity to belief in the human origin of eoliths. Sir John Evans 
asked where are the bones which should prove the case. Abbe 
Breuil noted the extreme rarity of any bones in the earlier gravels. 

Dr Bourlon gave an account of his digging at Le Moustier, 1 
where he found Chellean implements in the second layer from the 
top, mixed with those of the Madelaine period. As from their 
patina they were evidently in situ, he thinks they are a later return 
to the coups de poing, and that they did not (as had been suggested) 
fall from the plateau above. M. S. Reinach said that the Chellean 
implement once discovered (and it was " one of the great discov- 
eries of the world" ) continued always, and other speakers agreed 
that they are found in later sites, having either been picked up and 
re-used, or the shape continued by subsequent makers. 

A visit was paid that afternoon to the caves of Baousse-Rousse, 
a mile east from Menton, in the limestone cliff, about 25 feet above 



1 See X' Homme Prihistorique, July, 1905. The mountains rise steeply above the 
caves, which face what was formerly the only coast road from France to Italy. 
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the present sea level. The Abbe de Villeneuve and M. Boule de- 
scribed the Grotte du Prince on the spot. No human bones have 
yet been found in this cave, although there are about sixteen foyers, 
or hearths, with implements. The lower ones are as follows : 

The Grotte du Prince. — c (pi. xxvm b l ). Fauna of a cold climate, 
but archeologically Mousterian, as in d : Canis lupus, Hyaena spelaea, 
Cervus tarandus, Cervus (Dama) somonensis, Cervus elaphus, Bison 
priscus, Bos primigenius, Capra ibex, Ursus spelaeus. 

d. In this series silex begins to replace the quartzite, grit, etc., 
used for implements in the lowest beds, and the hot period fauna 
ends. Hippopotamus amphibius, Rhinoceros merckii, Elephas 
antiquus, Equus caballus, Sus scrofa. A shell, Cassis rufa (Linn.), 
a species from the Indian ocean. 

e. The implements correspond with those of Tasmania. They 
resemble the Mousterian, but the flakes chipped on both sides, 
especially characteristic of Moustier, are absent, and the imple- 
ments seem more advanced and developed. 

Barma Grande, the next cave, contains three skeletons found 
there. 2 Then comes the Grotte du Cavillon (pi. xxvm c), where M- 
Riviere found the skeleton known as " L' Homme de Menton," now 
in the museum in the Jardin des Plantes at Paris, preserved just as it 
was discovered. 

The Grotte des Enfants (pi. xxvm c), a little west from this, has 
given most interesting results, having been excavated, like the Grotte 
du Prince, at the expense of the Prince of Monaco, with the greatest 
precaution. 

b. The skeleton of a woman strewn over with shells ; a rounded 
piece of natural iron near the right shoulder. 

c. The foyer des enfants, with children's skeletons discovered 
by M. Riviere. 

d. Contains very small and delicate implements, and flakes. 

e. Flakes and implements with notched sides ; simple flakes 
with points skilfully obtained and often much retouched, very char- 
acteristic of the Paleolithic period. 

1 The accompanying plan and sections are reproduced from the drawings of M. 
Tschirret, under the direction of M. Boule and L'Abb6 de Villeneuve, published in 
the guide leaflet issued by the Congress for the use of the excursionists. 

a This cave was excavated by M. Jullien about 1884, but without sufficient care. 



breton] THE MONACO MEETING 56 1 

f. At this period wood must have been used for implements. 
There are few bone objects. Pointes a cran of silex, mistakenly 
thought similar to those of Laugerie Haute, which are of the end 
of the Solutrean period. 

g. Hammer-stones, pierced shells, flattish rubbing pebbles, a 
bone implement, and scrapers and gravers characteristic of the rein- 
deer period. 

h. Interment : male skeleton lying on back, at full length, with 
hands on breast ; small shells (Nassa naritea) around the head ; 
canine teeth of deer pierced for suspension, and flint implements 
strewn around the body. Cro-Magnon type. 

1. Skeletons of an old woman and a young man, lying huddled 
together, on their sides. The man with four rows of the Nassa 
shells around the head ; flint chips around. Negroid type. 

k. Bone points of the post-Mousterian but pre-Solutrean period. 

L. Small whitish flakes. 

About seven meters deep from B to l. 

The following day's session was occupied chiefly by discussions 
on these caves. 

Dr Verneau read a paper on the peculiar negroid type which he 
proposes to call " L' Homme de Grimaldi," the caves being in the 
commune of Grimaldi. The head is negroid, very prognathous, 
with wide face. The projection of the heel is enormous, and the 
long forearms also are negroid, but the pelvis is European and the 
dentition like the Australian. He had found the same type in 
some ancient burials in Italy, and even saw two survivors (not dark 
in color) in a remote mountain village near Turin. The Neolithic 
negroid type found in Brittany appears to be similar. Dr Verneau 
considers that these cave-burials were undoubted burials in cavities 
made on purpose, and undoubtedly Quaternary. 

The Anthropological Museum in the old town of Monaco con- 
tains these skeletons and a collection of the contents of the caves, 
labeled and admirably arranged under the superintendence of M. 
Cartailhac and Abbe de Villeneuve, the director. M. Boule and 
Dr Verneau are bringing out full reports of the excavations for the 
Prince of Monaco, but they will probably be distributed privately 
and not sold. 
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M. A. Gaudry, speaking of the possible cradle of humanity and 
the present tendency to consider it Australia, drew attention to the 
arrest of development in the fauna of the southern hemisphere as 
evidenced in Australia, Patagonia, and Madagascar. He therefore 
thinks it improbable that man should have been an exception. 
" Some one has said, I' Homme est arrive de rAustralie avec son 
chien. It is more likely that he went to Australia and took his 
dog with him." 

Dr Capitan gave a vividly descriptive lecture, with lantern slides, 
on the Prehistoric Caves with Decorated Sides, of which 1 5 are now 
known — ten in France, four in Spain, and one in Italy. His 
illustrations (from the carefully drawn copies by the Abbe Breuil and 
from photographs) were chiefly from the caves of Combarelles, Font- 
de-Gaume, Marsoulas, and Pair-non-Pair. The mammoth, bison, 
reindeer, cave-lion, bear, and horse are all represented in these 
wonderful incised drawings and must have been known to the artists 
who reproduced them so well. The caves are winding passages in 
calcareous rock, that of Combarelles being 283 meters long. The 
drawings usually begin at some distance from the entrance and are 
most numerous at the far end. As few carnivorous animals are 
among them, it is supposed that they were made by a race of hun- 
ters to invoke the deity to send them plenty of game. 

The Bronze age in Sweden was the subject of a discourse by 
Professor O. Montelius, with slides illustrating the different methods 
of interment. He distinguishes three periods, and in each the male 
and female burials differ in detail. 

M. Dechelette spoke on the distribution of deposits or caches of 
the Bronze age in France, of which 620 are known, mainly on the 
west side near the Atlantic coast and the English channel. There are 
few near the Pyrenees and the Mediterranean. The distribution of 
gold ornaments in France follows that of bronze, and a great quantity 
of gold objects has been found in Brittany. 

Ancient African Sites was the subject of papers by M. Debruge 
and M. Flamand, and the latter noted the contact between the in- 
terior of Libya and Egypt in the Neolithic period. Mousterian 
implements have been found in situ, but as yet not any of Solutrean 
type. 



breton] THE MONACO MEETING 563 

Dr Montane, of Cuba, said that primitive man there, as shown 
in the cave burials, was of a negroid type similar to that of Grimaldi. 

Dr Allen Sturge, of 29 Boulevard de Dubouchage, Nice, in- 
vited the members to visit his magnificent collection of stone imple- 
ments, and distributed an interesting descriptive catalogue of the 
more important objects. 

The social side of the Congress included an evening reception 
by the Prince of Monaco in his historic palace, and an opera and a 
concert at the Casino of Monte Carlo. 

There was an excursion to Grasse, under the guidance of 
M. P. Goby, to see several dolmens and fortified sites in that 
neighborhood. 

The next meeting of the Congress will be held at Dublin in 
1909. 

Bath, England. 



